Overall Expectations for Kindergarten
Demonstrating Literacy and Numeracy Behaviours
Literacy:
1. Children communicate with others in a variety of ways, for a variety of purposes, and in a variety of contexts
[bookmark: _8dg2c6dx9hr4]Conceptual understandings
· Communication has the power to influence and encourage change.
· We learn about the world, others, and ourselves through listening.
· The ways in which people communicate are diverse and are influenced by their background experiences.
· Communication includes non-verbal behaviours and gesturing. We can experiment with words to achieve intended effects.
· Knowledge is socially constructed – created by people learning, working, and investigating together – and can be shared.
· Oral language is the basis for literacy, thinking, and relating in all languages.

2. Children demonstrate literacy behaviours that enable beginning readers to make sense of a variety of texts
[bookmark: _w8fdotne9dh8]Conceptual understandings
· Reading is an active process of interacting with and constructing meaning from text.
· Reading strategies help us to understand the meaning of different texts.
· Readers use a variety of strategies to think about and understand what they read.

3. Children demonstrate literacy behaviours that enable beginning writers to communicate with others.
[bookmark: _tbp4sn2h1x9e]Conceptual understandings
· Written communication enables us to make thoughts, ideas, and feelings visible to others.
· We write for a variety of reasons and purposes.
· It is important for others to understand what we are trying to say through writing.
· Writers think first about the purpose and the audience for their writing and then about what form of writing would best convey their desired meaning.
· Writers use different tools and resources to help them write.

4. Children demonstrate an understanding and critical awareness of a variety of written materials that are read by and with their educators
[bookmark: _ywy2uittbiwg]Conceptual understandings
· Being literate enables people to think about and make sense of the world.
· We read for a variety of reasons and purposes.
· Reading makes us think and feel in different ways.
· There are different types of texts.

5. Children demonstrate an understanding and critical awareness of media texts
[bookmark: _6ol30tp2lc1u]Conceptual understandings
· Media texts are constructed to persuade and influence the reader or viewer.
· Media texts are everywhere.
· Media texts can influence our thoughts, ideas, feelings, beliefs, and wishes.
· We need to think about how media texts can affect us.

6. Children express their responses to a variety of forms of drama, dance, music, and visual arts from various cultures.
[bookmark: _qrvv7en7xd8y]Conceptual understandings
· The arts are a vehicle for understanding different cultures and communities and expressing our own ideas about them.
· Through interacting with various works of dance, drama, music, and visual arts, including multimedia art works, we deepen our awareness and appreciation of diverse perspectives.
· The arts have symbols that are rooted in a particular social, historical, and cultural context and therefore may have meanings that are different from what we know from our own culture and time.
· The arts provide a natural vehicle through which we can explore and express ourselves.

7. Children communicate their thoughts and feelings, and their theories and ideas, through various art forms
[bookmark: _g333oc7p4w50]Conceptual understandings
· There are many ways to communicate thinking, theories, ideas, and feelings.
· We can discover and interpret the world around us through the arts.
· Through the arts, we can become critically literate and creative citizens of the world.
· The arts provide a natural vehicle through which we can explore and express ourselves in a variety of creative ways.


8. Children demonstrate an awareness of the natural and built environment through hands-on investigations, observations, questions, and representations of their findings
[bookmark: _z58j3vgoulsh]Conceptual understandings
· People have the capacity to feel a sense of wonder about the world.
· The natural and built worlds are connected and have an impact on one another.
· Human-built and natural systems interact with one another.


Numeracy

1. Children demonstrate an understanding of numbers, using concrete materials to explore and investigate counting, quantity, and number relationships
Conceptual understandings
Numbers represent a common organizational structure that we use in our lives and in our world to communicate/represent value.
Numbers can be taken apart (decomposed) and put together (recomposed).
The ability to decompose and recompose is a useful strategy in all aspects of mathematical thinking.
We can use objects, pictures, symbols, and/or words to represent number and quantity.
There are many ways to count. Each way to count has a proper sequence.
Quantity can be represented in many ways.
The same quantity can look different (concept of abstraction).
We are learning that as we move up or down the counting sequence, the quantity increases or decreases by the number we are counting by (concept of magnitude).
2. Children measure, using non-standard units of the same size, and compare objects, materials, and spaces in terms of their length, mass, capacity, area, and temperature, and explore ways of measuring the passage of time, through inquiry and play-based learning
[bookmark: _p28s9tbonnrd]Conceptual understandings
· We are thinking and learning about how measurement helps us to describe, compare, and communicate.
· Objects and shapes have measurable attributes that can be compared and communicated in different ways.
· We use different tools to measure different things.
· The attribute we are measuring determines the tool we will use and therefore the unit of measurement.
· The unit used to measure makes a difference.
· Any space in between units counts as a measure.
· We use comparative and descriptive language when communicating about measurement attributes.
· The ability to decompose and recompose is a useful strategy in all aspects of mathematical thinking.
· The strategy of decomposing and recomposing shapes in geometry helps us think about measurement.

3. Children describe, sort, classify, build, and compare two-dimensional shapes and three-dimensional figures, and describe the location and movement of objects through investigation
[bookmark: _clouzmrs8vff]Conceptual understandings
· Our world is composed of shapes and figures that are put together in particular ways for particular purposes.
· Shapes and figures have different properties and attributes.
· We can understand and describe our world by looking at how shapes and figures work together.
· When an object changes its position in space, or when we change our perspective on an object, it may look different but it is still the same object.
· We can use positional language to describe an object's location.
· Many of the properties in two-dimensional shapes can also be found in three-dimensional figures.
· The strategy of decomposing and recomposing is useful in all aspects of mathematical thinking.
· The strategy of decomposing and recomposing shapes in geometry helps us think about measurement.

3. Children recognize, explore, describe, and compare patterns, and extend, translate, and create them, using the core of a pattern and predicting what comes next.
[bookmark: _gfnwjp7tobt2]Conceptual understandings
· Patterns are predictable.
· There are specific ways we can describe patterns.
· Patterns always have an element of repetition.
· The core of a pattern helps us to think about and name what comes next in the pattern.
· The ability to recognize and understand patterns is helpful in all aspects of everyday life.
· I am learning to communicate why something is a pattern and what comes next.
· If we do something to the front of a pattern, it affects what we do in other parts.
· Algebra can be used to think about mathematical relationships, to communicate, and to analyse change.

4.  Children collect, organize, display, and interpret data to solve problems and to communicate information, and explore the concept of probability in everyday contexts.
[bookmark: _cx305fxm6lsz]Conceptual understandings
· We collect data to learn about and understand the world.
· We pose questions to help us collect data.
· We can collect and organize data in different ways for different purposes. We can represent data in different ways (e.g., using graphs, charts, tables, and other tools). The way we represent data (our choice of tools) is based on the features of the data we want to share to answer our question(s).
· Graphs, charts, tables, and other tools help us see the patterns in the data collected.
· We can make inferences and predictions and draw conclusions based on the patterns we see in the data we have collected and graphed.

5. Children apply the mathematical processes to support the development of mathematical thinking, to demonstrate understanding, and to communicate thinking and learning in mathematics, while engaged in play-based learning and in other contexts.
Conceptual understandings
We use the mathematical processes embedded in many different contexts to make sense of our experiences and communicate our thinking.
Problem solving: Problems can be solved collaboratively. There are many ways to solve a problem. Solving problems helps us learn how to think like mathematicians.
Reasoning and proving: Observing mathematical strategies and talking about them help make us aware of our mathematical thinking. When we explain our thinking and reasoning, we all learn more.
Reflecting: Reflective statements and questions deepen our understanding by helping us think critically about our answers/solutions.
Selecting tools and strategies: The processes of thinking about and choosing tools and strategies help us to understand ideas and solve problems.
Connecting: Connections can be made between the mathematics in play-based learning and questions related to our interests and daily experiences.
Representing: There are many ways to represent our ideas and thinking. We can show our thinking by using concrete materials, pictures, numbers, and gestures, or by using physical actions, such as hopping, tapping, or clapping, or in various other ways.
Communicating: Mathematical thinking can be communicated in many ways, including oral, visual, and concrete means.


All information from the Ontario Kindergarten Curriculum, 2016.
